‘Full Moon and Little Frieda’ – Notes from Commentaries by John Newman, Hayden Sip, Angel Wu, Charles Goh, Emily Henry, Jennifer Jo and Anita Kagaya
Sunset – ‘small evening shrunk’ 

Shrinking from sense of sight to sense of sound

Shift in awareness resulting in enhanced awareness – more aware of the sense of sound, observing through sounds

Dog – nature

‘clank’, ‘bark’ onomatopoeia

Different experiences of nature

‘unspilled milk’ – pure like Frieda contrasts with ‘dark river of blood’, move to womanhood

Frieda is a piece of art, the moon is the artist – mankind is a small part of something vast. Mankind insignificant on its own? Significant when part of the beauty of nature and the universe. 

Opening line clearly establishes the focus of the poem. 

Vision shrinking due to natural light fading.

Natural sound and metallic sound – humanity vs nature?

Lack of vision enhances sense of sound. 

“And you listening” – Frieda is being observant. Addressing the reader, 2nd person? The layers of observation in the poem. Makes the reader focus on the sense of sound?

Intricacy of nature and beauty – ‘spider’s web’ – metaphor for the universe? Each thread of the spider’s web makes up the web. Intricate construction. Frieda’s awareness of complex designs of nature. 

Frieda reacts to small details. Appreciates everything. 

Stars reflected in water. Water trembles has the effect of stars shaking. Illusion of the universe – stars in bucket but not really. 

Poem is a piece of art, like nature or a COLLAGE. 

Cold evening – cow’s breath. Observing. Cows fulfilling needs. Not worried, simple minded. Example of circle of life. Eat, nourish, go home at the end of the day. 

Frieda amazed by simple details. 

Blood of cows – linear – river of blood. Look like boulders in the vanishing light. Milk within them. 

Coming of age. Spoiling of innocence? Preserving innocence. ‘River of blood’ Frieda becoming a woman. 

“Boulders” – dbeifficulties in life. 

Transition between childhood and womanhood. 

“Moon!” – monosyllabic. No further comment. Young, innocent. Cries – she’s in awe. 
Everyone amazed. Relationship between moon and earth/Frieda. Everything is art. Multiple interpretations. Who is pointing? 

Insignificant things filled with intricate details. 
