Amends – Notes from Commentaries from August Sun, Callam Molloy, Brandon Lim, Jordan Huang, Joon Choi, Jessica Yeh and Ye Won Kim
Why open with ‘Nights like this:’ – is every night like this? 
Sense of the power and vastness of nature – ‘a white star, then another exploding out of the bark’ – sense of wonder and beauty
Moonlight gradually takes control of the night, building in strength – moonlight picking at small stones as it picks at greater stones’ – personification of moon throughout poem
Gaining power as it ‘rises with the surf’ – controls the oceans and corrodes the cliffs – ‘as it licks the broken edge’
‘flows up the cliffs’ suggests continuous natural movement – beauty

‘flick across the track’ suggests a playfulness

Moon in continuous motion/ relentless in its journey – can’t be stopped – repetition of ‘as it’

Verbs give the sense that the moonlight is everywhere/ nothing is hidden – ‘pours’, ‘soaks’ – an unstoppable force
Contrast between beauty/ gentleness of nature with its power – ‘rises’ and ‘pours’ vs ‘laying its cheek’
Also contrast between organic beauty of nature and unattractive construction of man – ‘rises with the surf’/ white star ‘exploding out of the bark’ vs ‘pours into the gash of the sand-and-gravel quarry’ – again the sense that moonlight is everywhere
‘unavailing’ – moonlight is futile in repairing damage mankind has done to the landscape
Lack of rhythm and rhyme suggest unpredictability of nature 

Sense of the insignificance of humans – last to be affected by moon – moon is continuous in motion and life while humans sleep oblivious
‘As if to make amends’ – for what? For the fact that man is insignificant in universe? 

